TIME MAKES 
A HALT 


|"INWICE a year in the Western 
| world there occurs a lull in 
| Public affairs wherein time, if it 
Woes not quite stop, slows down 
‘ufficiently for those so inclined 


) pause and think. 

,At Christmas and mid-summer— 
“Ueust Bank Holiday in Britain— 
€ magic of tradition asserts itself: 
| litical portfolios are quietly closed; 
National and international Confer- 
“ices terminated in shy haste and 


COMMEN:TARY 
by WILFRED WELLOCK 


; Natrassed Cabinet Ministers cherish 
| Me calm of a temporary obscurity. 

| or a couple of months or so the 
Public are left to their own devices, 
Prchance to ponder in quiet places 
the gains and losses of new ways of 
Wing, and speculate on the future. 


Purposes of reflection 
QNE of the purposes of reflection 
is to relate facts which on the 
Slrface appear to. be unrelated. 
Today our life is decaying and our 
“ivilisation crumbling by reason of 
Stowine specialisation and fragmen- 
| '8tion in every field of human func- 
Moning, for it is preventing us from 
| rrelating even closely related things. 
| Piles of statistics are being poured 
| °Ut of Government Departments, but 
| te one seems to be telling us what 
j they mean, what they signify and 


_| Portend. I propose ‘to try to do that, 


| ‘the limited space available here. 


New State providence 

HE social legislation of the last 
4, few years, and in particular the 
Wee 3% years, has been phenomenal, 
| 3 ®rally unprecedented, both as to its 
| stent and its intention. The wide 
; XPanse over which the State now 
&Xercises a Providential Dispensation 
| “Snstitutes a major social revolution, 


‘Ne effects of which call for the most | 


| “arching examination. . 
ly he protecting’ care of the 
State now covers the human 
ferson from its inception to 
| the tomb. This regime carries 
| *ith it numerous State rights 
Bid monopolies, and numerous 
r ligations on the part of the 
| scipients. It is a two-way 
[apeme of rights and duties, 
i ane in the last resort involves 
| irection of labour and mili- 
ty conscription. ; 
| We are now beginning to 
j “alise that it involves, the 
,Ntrol not only of primary 
secondary education, but 
% University education also. 
1 ‘re and more the State in- 
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM 
THE RUINS OF GERMANY 


‘E, the undersigned, send 
a message of peace and 
goodwill to our friends across 


the Channel and to all peoples 
of the world. We feel urged in do- 
ing so, not only gut of a sentiment of 
fellowship towards all men, but also 
out of political and practical con- 
siderations. 


The politicians and statesmen of 
all countries, those of the West no 
less than those of the East, have 
utterly failed in securing peace. This 
seems to us quite natural, for, being 
trained in the ways of violence and 
war, for them there seems to be no 
other ultima ratio than violence and 
war. 


ONLY MEN OF PEACE... 


Rensonable people would never dream of 
sending butchers to a Vegetarian conference 
or distillers and pubkeepers to a conference 
of Good Templars, with a view to issuing 
regulations about vegetarianism and abstin- 
ence, but they do send warriors and war- 
minded people to a peace conference. It is 
no wonder, therefore, that the so-called 
peace conferences turn into a battlefield on 
which a merciless gold war is waged and 
that na peace comes out of them. 


We feel therefore, that the peoples 
of the different countries should take 
matters into their own hands. For, 
after all, if a new war breaks out, 
it is they who will have to bear the 
burden of it, material, moral, and 
spiritual. = 

Statesmen, politicians, and big busi- 
|nessmen may have something to gain 
out of a war, and may therefore be 
interested in it. But not so. the 


Wodsy, January 6. 1913. 


The Dail 


CERTIFIED CIRCULATION LARGER THAN ANY 


From Germany, the prin- 
cipal battle-field in the Cold 
War, a country which knows 
what it means to have been 
defeated and occupied by both 
Russia and the Westérn 
Powers, we publish the fol- 
lowing Christmas message, 
signed by thirty-five German 
pacifists. 


peoples—they will be the losing 
party in the game. 
Besides, whereas statesmen sel- 


dom, if ever, understand and agree~ 
with one another, simple folks from 
England and Germany, France and 
Italy, the United States and Russia, 
China and Japan practically always 
do so. What is more, they under- 
stand one another. not only in times 
of peace but also in times of war, 
whenever they are left to themselves. 


CAN MAKE PEACE 


But seeing that it is not practic- 
able nowadays for great nations to 
come together and seftie their pend- 
ing political, social, and economic is- 
sues, let them send peacemakers to 
their peace conferences. For only 
genuine peacemakers can make and’ 
secure peace. 

Our appeal for peace, goodwill, and 
fellowship is, therefore, directed not 
to warmongers and governments, not 


“Simple folks...understand one another 
whenever they are left to themselves” 


This, historic photograph, which appeared in the Daily Mirror, 
Jan. 8, 1915, was taken on Christmas Day, 1914. 
and German soldiers fraternising in No Man’s Land. 
probably the last occasion on which the military authorities allowed 
the Christmas spirit to triumph in war-time—certainly the last on 
which the British Press was allowed to report the fact. 


Mirror 


OTHER DAILY NEWSPAPER IN THE WORLD 5% 


It shows British 
This was 


WHY DELAY ? 


even to UNO, but to the peoples of 
Britain and the world, who have suf- 
fered with us during the six horrible 
years of war. Let us pledge ourselves 
not to do anything again to promote 
war and preparations for war. Let 
us strive to find a common basis for 
peace and fellowship. We will cer- 
tainly sueceed in this, for, we all 
know the alternative. The question 
of peace or war is a question of “to 
be or not to be” with one and all of 
us. " 


But we appeal not only to the 
common people of the West but also 
to those of the East. For the men in 
the street in Russia and Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland and Yugoslavia, Hun- 
gary and Bulgaria are certainly not 
worse than we are. They are Just aS 
simple, peace-loving and poor as we 
are. They hate war and death, and 
love their homes and families just 
as much as we do. 


Let us, therefore, stretch our hands 
across the frontiers to each other, 
confident that our message of peace, 
goodwill and fellowship will find a 
ready response with every people and 
every country in the world. 


We know very well that light is 
stronger than darkness, but this is 
so only on condition that it burns. 
Let us therefore light the lights that 
dispel the night surrounding us, and 
the Christmas message of peace on 
earth to all men and women of good- 
will may at last turn true. 


Th, Michaltscheff Wily Patzak 
Erich Konse Heinrich Bahr 


Johanna Schuylen- Alfred Bunkenberg 
burg M. Thomsen 

Clara Schunemann- M. A. de Baer 
Kruyskamp Gertrude Kulind- 

Christel Caspar Heusen 

Ida Deeke Susanna Tuliszka 

Erich Englehardt Albert Thomsen 

Rudolf Witte Magdaline Padberg 


Erika Holme 
Anneliese Ropche 
Dublavy Konobj 
Theo. Geishiem 
Adolf Reinier 
Fritz Schuitz 
Elisabeth Schroder 
Karl Struve 
Frank Schnoor 


Klaus Reiter 

Harald Epstein 

Curt Ropche 

Horst Minstner 
Wally Schultz 

Rolf Fischer 

Jurgen Thieme 

Hans Kruse 
Elisabeth Wenigmann 


THE DAILY MIRROR OVERSEAS WEEKLY 


EDITION contains all tha Latest and Best War 


Pictures and News, and is thesefore the Best Weekly Newspaper for your friends 
abroad. You can obtain it from your Newsagent for 3d. per copy. 


Subscription rates (prepald), past free, to Canada for six months 16)-; olaewhora abroad 15f- 
Address—Manager, " Overseas Daily Mirror,” 23-29, Bouvarie Street, Londan, EG. i 


AN HISTORIC GROUP: BRITISH AND GERMAN SOLDIERS 


Foes became friends on Christmas Day, when the British 
1 The men left 
the trenches to ce:change cigars and cigarettes, and were 


and Germans arranged an unofficial truce. 


even photographed together. 


PHOTOGRAPHED TOGETHER. 


t This is the historic picture, 
and shows the soldiers of the opposing Apmies standing 
side by side. 
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Christmas with 
the gaoled COs 


INSIDE: GREETING CARDS 


HE following SWISS COs will be 

in prison during Christmas 

and the New Year and would welcome 

Greeting Cards (but not letters) from 

-sympathisers. These names are in 

addition to the list published in Peace 
News last week. 

Hans Zbinden, Bezirksgefangnis Hinwil/Zch, 


FRENCH 


The diplomats “sit—meanwhile* war 
goes on, in China, in Indonesia, in 
Indo-China, in Palestine. Five 
blazing fires which the five great 


Switzerland. ° . é 
Hanshkeiri Zurrer, Bezinkesetanenial eke eee ineapable of qugnchine. 
Horgen/Zch, Switzerland. Ts it not striking that France, herse 
Hans Bug, Prison St. Antoine, Geneva,! one of the great powers, 15 waging 


Switzerland. 


Two English COs, Arthur Emery 
and Michael Hill, on last week’s list 
are now to be released before Christ- 
mas and D. Kaufman is now at H.M. 

» Prison Pentonville, London, N.7. 

Michael Hill was released from 
Stafford Prison after a successful ap- 
plication to the Northern Appellate 
Tribunal at Manchester on Nov. 30. 


If readers have information about 
any other Conscientious Objectors who 
will be in prison at Christmas, will 
they kindly inform the Central Board 
for Conscientious Objectors, 6 End- 
sleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


The Board would be pleased to have 
full details of the prosecution of COs 
at any time. 


OUTSIDE: CAROL SINGING 


an atrocious war in Indo-China, using 
methods adopted from the Hitlerian 
armies? 

One man has finally demonstrated 
the failure of UNO: Garry Davis, 


20,000 Parisians 
support Garry Davis 


A CROWD estimated to number 
“* between 16-20,000 declared that 
they would “stand by” Garry 
Davis should any attempt be made to 
expel him from‘' France when his 
residence permit expires on Dec. 21, 
at a meeting in Paris last week. 
French supporters had called the 
meeting in the biggest hall in Paris, 
the Veldrome d’Hiver, to make pub- 
lie Dr.. Evatt’s reply to Garry Davis’s 
appeal to UNO to work for world 


HE party of carol-singers who will | government. 
= sing outside Wormwood Scrubs |~ 7, ? 
Prison on Christmas Eve to the ae ene DD eee Tate 
ighteen-year-old COs spending 2 88 
eign yeaa E P Assembly of UN had not the powers 
Christmas in gaol, will welcome or the prerogatives to make the 


further assistance. Fourteen mem- 
bers of the party will be rehearsing 
on Dec. 23, at 6.30 p.m., at 18 Adam- 
son Road, N.W.3. (Swiss Cottage 
Und. Sta.) under the direction of 
John Minchington of Morley College. 
The party will meet on Christmas 
Eve outside East Acton Underground 
Station at. 7.45 p.m. Volunteers are 
asked to give their names to the Lon- 
don Area Organiser, Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1., 
before Christmas Eve if possible. 


peace, its chief function was main- 
tenance of the peace once that peace 
had been made. It was the job of 
the great powers to make ‘peace. 
This was loudly booed, reports the 
Daily Herald’s Paris correspondent. 

“ Every man of goodwill must sym- 
pathise with the aims of vour move- 
ment,” he continued, adding that for 
his vart he was’ completely in accord 
with the idea and aims of World 
Federation and World Citizenship. 

During the course of the meeting a young 

Man jumped on to the platform and asked 

“What shall we do? We do not want to 

fight another war.” 

A week earlier, at a meeting in a 
Paris concert hall, money was col- 
lected from the 3,000 people present 
in a large laundry basket. 


FAU ON THE AIR 


Tony Gibson, a CO who worked with the 
Friends Ambulance Unit in China, wil] be 
broadcasting a talk on Dec. 23 at 1.45 p.m. 
on the BBC’s Home Service entitled ‘‘ Nativity 
Play in China.” 


WAR ?—-WE SAY “NO” 


Peace Demonstration 


CENTRAL HALL 
WESTMINSTER 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 21 


8 ‘p.m. 


Chairman: STUART MORRIS 


Speakers 
VERA BRITTAIN 
LAURENCE HOUSMAN 
MICHAEL TIPPETT 
SYBIL THORNDIKE 
MABEL RIDEALGH M.P. 
EMRYS HUGHES M.P. 


Some Reserved 
Seats 2'6 


BUFFET and BOOKSTALL from 6.30 p.m. 


Admission 
Free 


Organised by 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 
Dick Sheppard House 6, Endsleigh Street, W.C.I 


PACIFISTS 


DENOUNCE UNO. 


From BERNARD SALMON 


PARIS. 


TOR a long time now French pacifists have had no confidence in UNO—its 

sterile debates, its nationalistic diplomacy, its impotent commission. 
We have realised that UNO was not created to establish peace between the 
peoples, but, on the contrary, to define the power blocks ever more concretely. 


who, on Wednesday Nov. 19 last, in- 
terrupted the Assembly’s session. 
Police and uniformed military men in- 
tervened and arrested him. 

It was then that Sarrazac of the 
World Citizen wrote the following 


declaration:— 
a . President, 

.“" Sirs, 

“My wards will doubtless be of no con- 
sequence to you. Nevertheless our common 
need of a world order cannot be ignored 
any longer. 

“We, the people, require of you that 
peace which only a World Government can 
give. 

“The sovereign states which yon tepre- 
sent here are dividing and teading us to- 
wards the abyss of war. 

““T call on you not to cherish the illusion 
of your political authority. I call on you 
to convoke immediately a World Constituent 
Assembly, to hoist that flag around which all 
men can gather, >the flag of one sovereign 
government for ane world. 

“Tf you neglect or evade this duty, a 
People’s Assembly will rise up from tke 
masses of the world to build this goavern- 
ment. 

“ Because nothing less will avail.” 


So we see this singular spectacle: 
the very men assembled to assure the 
peace of the “world, arrest, assault 
and expel those who come to request 
peace! One journalist, J. F. Armorin 
of the Franc-Tireur, who happened 
to be near Davis, was so maltreated 


Peter Mastowski of the ‘ Neue 
to World-citizen, Garry Davis. He describes 
the reason for his own emigration (1933 until 
1946 in Paris) because he was an open enemy 
of the Hitler-regime and asks for a World- 
oltizenship passport, saying he would be 
proud to possess one, “much prouder of it 
than cf a Bavarian, Wurtemberg-Badish or 
Hessian one.” 


that he owas disfigured, teeth 
knocked ont and lips cut. 
Among the demonstrators there 


were, besides militant pacifists, not- 
able men of letters. 

Albert Camus, author of “The 
Plague,” wrote next day, ‘The man 
who calls for world peace has not the 
right to raise his voice before the 


nations. The lesson is clear. On 
Chaillot hill nothing is without 
honour except peace.” 

And the poet, André Breton: 


“This present mancuvring ground 
established in the heart of Paris, 
scene of such skirmishes, augurs ill 
for us. No peaceful or constructive 
solution has vet emerged from_ that 
quarter. It is up to everybody to 
expose the incapacity of this sove- 
reign assembly, and to represent it as 


it really is: in the persons of its dele- 


gates, by turns agressive and som- 
nolent.” 

I also, having watched it at Work, 
believe that we have nothing to hope 
for from UNO. Who will. have the 
courage publicly to denounce the 
menace of such an Assembly? Who 
will organise an Assembly of The 
Peoples themselves, which, of one ac- 
cord, will sweep into a single gulf, 
war, diplomacy, and... UNO? 


FOOTNOTE: Bernard Salmon, a 
member of the French Section of 
the War Resisters’ International 
attended the Shrewsbury WRr 
Conference during August. He or- 
ganised a bookstall of pacifist 
literature at the UN Assembly in 
Paris recently. 


CONSCRIPTION ‘DEMORALISING’ 
— Quakers tell Premier 


JN a recent letter to the Prime 
Minister and to the Minister of 
Defence on the subject of conscription, 
the Society of Friends declare: P 

We belheve that military conscrip- 
tion is wrong because: 


i. It treats men ag tools’to be used by the 
State unproductively, whereas they ought 
to he free to work creatively for the 
community. 

ii. It is demoralising to many of the men 
concerned. 

iii. It tends to spread the habit of mind which 
_relies on military strength; this increases 
suspicion and it] will amongst the nations, 
and hinders the progress towards inter- 
national understanding and unification 
that the Government has at heart. « 

iv. It is, above all, contrary to our convic- 
tions as followers of Christ that men any- 
where should be trained to kill their 
fellow men, even in defence of the inno- 
cent. We may not wait until the whole 
world is Christian before we put our 
Christianity into effect. 


HIS NATION DOES 
NOT FIGHT 


Presse,”’ ' 
Coburg, addresses an open letter in his paper |; 


A leading Hopi CO of World 
War II, Thomas Jenkins. 


The Hopi Indians have an old tribal 
tradition of pacifism which should have 
granteg them exemption from militaly 
service. Both they and many other indl: 
vidual Indians refused to he conseripiel 
on the additional grounds of long-stanam 
treaties with the United States, of thet 
tradition of independence, and of the fe™ 
special rights which are still theirs i 
memory of days when North America Wa 
their country. When, in December, i94t, 
President Truman amnestied most relig-0¥® 
graups of CO, the Hopis were not i 
cluded. They are still depriveg of mat 
civil rights. An article on the HoP! 
Indians appeareq in Peace News las? 
week. i 


Yarmouth Councillors 
object to 
T.A. Organiser 
“Training young men fof \ i 
destructionand death” 


PROTESTS against a Yarmouth 

Town Council Housing - Commute 
tee’s recommendation that an Army 
officer, said to have been sent to oF 
ganise .the Territorials, should 1 
given a high’ place as a key workel 
on the town’s waiting list, were voicé 
by several members at last week 
Council meeting. 

Alderman L. F. Bunnewell, a world 
War I CO, moving that the application 
not granted, said it seemed to show 
curious sense. of values that a person sent i 
the town to work for the National Health 
Service could not be placed in the 
workers’ group, but: when someone was sent 
down to organise the Territorials he was |” 
be classed as a key worker. 


CURATE OR FIREMAN 


The Mayoress (Councillor “Mz 
M. M. Stone), seconding, said tha; 
officer was not the only one who hae] 
been promised a house. They had ? | 
curate at Gorleston, a single man, wh? 
had been promised a house, yet a fil® 
officer who put in an application wa? 
not granted one.” 

Councillon E. Barker drew protest# 
from several parts of the Counél 
Chamber, reports the Yarmout 
Mercury, when he made a disparagits 
reference to Alderman Bunnewell and 
on being asked by the Mayor (Aldet 
man F. H. Stone) to withdraw his 7 
mark, did so. ‘ 

Continuing, the said no one wante? 
a war nor an Army, but it did apnea! 
that an Arniy was a necessity aP 
someone had to organise it. If they 
did not, they would have no commt 
tees of any kind to protect. He wa 
sorry if he was incoherent but it w4 
a subject on whch he felt strongly’ 
_ Alderman Mrs. E. A. Barber, spea™ 
ing.as one who was against all form) 17 
of military service, said. she though " 
that people who were working to re? : | 
tore England should have prefere~ 
to a man who was coming: to ert 
their young men for destruction 2 
the death traps they might be take® 


into. f ior 
Alderman Bunnewvell’s amendme™ gon! 
was defeated. i EC 
Encle 
British Conscripts get Eagle’s wing* I SEN) 
Conseripted boys who become RAF pilot | ND 


tL 
will not be allowed to wear wings wor! , 
by regular Service pilots. Their badge: oj, 4 
ports the Daily Express, lacks the RAF imitiok 
and the royal crown. It shows an eagle ™! 
wings outstretched. seat 

Does this symbolise dependance on Amerie’4 
dollars or the growth of Prussian militar! mn 


wh 


PEACE 


| | 
| NLESS my ears deceive 
> me, the Church Militant 
[eS beating its chest and 


{Working up for another 
Crusade. 
ae By way of tocsin, the Arch- 


| 

Ie’ 

| bishop of York has been telling us 

the duties of a Christian in a war- 

) like world. His general idea seems 

[ to be that we gotta get tough. 

fs The duties of a Christian, he told 

ie Convocation recently, are to seek 


horrors of war and be ready to 
Yesist to the last the unjust de- 


(Mands of an aggressive totali- 
tarianism. 
“In an armed world,” he said, 


'*“the democratic State must also be 
!) armed. Pious resolutions will not 
'Aeflect by an inch the will of a 
Y State bent on violence. Protests 
) and arguments excite its contempt 
Unless behind them stands the reso- 
Tution of an armed people.” 


* 


t So the Christian ideal today is. the 


takes the stage in her new role of 
Two-Gun Paxie. 


This puts the archiepiscopal 
’ Mitre, or lid, on all other variants 


viour, particularly those which 
) show any leaning towards the ideas 
' of non-resistance, gentle - per- 
Suasion, and the like. 


Whatever a Christian cares to do 
| ' as a private individual in the way 

of turning the other cheek, return- 
ing good for evil, reasoning sweetly 
with the wrong-doer and all that, 
as a national policy it is heretical, 
Schismatic, excommunicable, and 
doctrinally all wet. 

Cheek-turning is off, except as 4 
private hobby. If any Hun, Bolshie 
or other son of a whatnot looks like 
taking. a swing at you any time, 
let him know you carry a couple 
of jaw-busters where they’re handy. 


| Persuasion? Nix. It’s time to 
h f swop backchat with a tough bozo | 
1b when you’ve got him covered. The 
tit only spiel them guys understands is 
my what comes outa the end of a rod, 
7 see? 
cer Golden Rule? Aw, forget ut. 
ved We're off the Gold Standard. From 
k's how on it’s the Cast Iron Rule— 

Do unto others as they’d do unto 

rid you if you were punk enough to 
"he give ’em a chance. 
j a } 
th 


From Peace News, December 16, 1938 


“T should like to be able ta go to a 
9reat international conference, and lay 
On the table. an offer from Great 


Sey 
ie Sritain to throw in everything we have 
ad | \ the world if other countries would 

a 0 the same, to welcome any countries 
ho | Prepared to come in on that basis, for 
ie t "he colonial territories to come in 


Under international control until such 
time as they either desire or are fit 
tO govern themselves and then come 
™ themselves. 
“Once launch the world on that 
task and you turn its mind away from 
the horror and tragedy of war. There 
% no hone in rearmament.” 


—Sir Stafford Cripps. 


| TEN YEARS AGO 


— 
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Give your friends a 


Christmas Present 
Subscription to 


“| PEACE NEWS 


Good for Them—Good for Us! 
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Spenths’ "supply, commencing with this 
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS NUMBER — and 
Nclose an attractive card, bearing your 
Seetings, with the first copy. 
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strong man armed, and Peace - 


of the Christian pattern of beha-. 


WITH 
by 
Owlglass 


And if any man looks like taking 
away thy cloak, get in first and 
pinch his trousers. 


i 


TE\HIS, then, is the Church’s Christ- 
2 mas message to the heathen: 
“You Want The Best Bombs—We 
Have Them!” 

Tell it in Gath and proclaim it in 
Moseow. Better still, work it in 
coloured wools and hang it over 
your bed asa wall motto. 

To pacifists, no doubt, such 
methods of dealing with sinners 
may seem a trifle OT in spirit and 


NEXT WEEK’S PEACE 
NEWS 


containing Christmas Greetings 
from members of the peace move- 
ment in other countries, will be 
published one day earlier. The 
office will close at midday on Dec- 
24, 


EEE 


technique. How, you ask, can one 
convert the heathen by setting up 
his own idols, or cure him of ag- 
gressiveness by being more warlike 
still? 

Well to begin with the Arch- 
bishop doesn’t believe they’re con- 
vertible. Your missionary efforts, 
he says, only excite their contempt. 
And in such spiritual crises the 
proselytizer has no option but to 
exchange the gospel for the gun. 

Besides, war isn’t so bad as it’s 
painted. He reproves pacifists for 
exaggerating its defects. 

“War is not the worst of all 
evils,” he says. “The utter degra- 
dation of man, the loss of human 


rights, and the trampling underfoot. 


OTHERS SEE US 


OURSELVES AS 


“A PUNCH 


of all that is righteous and true, is 
an evil worse than war.” 


At this point a puzzled frown 
disturbs the serenity of my readers’ 
brows. “ But,” they object, “ does 
not war include all those things? 
By comparing war with them, to 
its advantage, he implicitly sepa- 
rates war from them. Yet are they 
not its very essence?” 


For answer let me refer you back 
to Number Two on the list of 
Christian duties: “'Remove or re- 
duce the worst horrors of war.” 


That explains it, I think, War 
is to be improved so as to make it fit 
for Christians to fight in. 


* 


T is a nice idea. It recalls the re- 

mark of the Colonel of Hussars 
when a lady asked him what was 
the function of tavalry in modern 
warfare: “To give tone, Madam, 
to what would otherwise become a 
mere vulgar brawl.” 


Even so the Church Militant, by 
joining up with the regular forces, 
will impart an odour of sanctity 
to what would otherwise be an un- 
savoury mess. 


As for the process by which the 
de-horrification of war is to be 
effected, I do not yet know what 
scheme the Archbishop has up his 
lawn sleeve. 

He may be pianning a War 
Purification Conference with the 
prospective enemy, to fix a statu- 
tory maximum of destruction and 
draw up a list of horrors to be 
reduced. 

Anyway I hope he is going to 
tell us how he proposes to remove 
the horrors of war without re- 
moving war. I shouldn’t like to 
think an Archbishop doesn’t mean 
what he says. 

It would be disturbing to dis- 
cover that the protestations of a 
prominent prelate, like those of 
Mrs. Nickleby’s inconstant suitor 
are all gas and gaiters. 


England through F rench eyes 


ERY first sensation: a lake 
with earnest looking fishes 
carefully avoiding any contact 
with each other. First sur- 


| prise: these fishes could be made 
(to talk, though not without un- 
| usual patience. 


They obviously believed in words, 


about the subject and 


for they spent them sparingly and 
uttered them with the whisper of 
initiated people trusting you with a 
secret. “Hm...” was one of the 
most frequent echoes it took me two 
years to be able to translate. It could 
mean, “ perhaps you are right, but it 
wasn’t worth saying”; or, “ that #e- 
mains to be seen”; or else, “I agree 
wholeheartedly, but let’s not waste 
more words than needed.” And it 
also could mean, “I have no opinion 

shall never try 
to have any.” - 


A SMOOTH VARNISH 


To be short: there is such a thing 
as British coolness, a smooth varnish 
—a Cromwellian varnish, perhaps, to 
keep the puritan picture intact from 
rough interferences. 


But oh, if you take the: trouble to 
remove the varnish, you may« discover 
a cleaned picture with bright shining 
colours, warm and tender tones and 
an intimacy unexpected at first sight! 
Nay, it may happen that out of the 
unvarnished picture a smile of grati- 
tude may greet you, a friendly, 
utterly humane smile. There will not 
be much shaking of hands, but# cur- 
rent of sympathy and warmth, wire- 
less, hand-less, aery, discreet and 
Joyal. A 

To live in this country is a daily 
task. - Nothing of la vie facile, pow- 
dered and perfumed and rushed on 
with wine and cognac. Somehow 
every individual here is an island of 
his own. Look into thé trains and 
buses, stand in a queue, go into a 
restaurant and you will meet with 
living islands. Sometimes the shore 
is far away, but always the shore 


seems happy to be discovered, pro- 
vided you disembark quietly, peace- 
fully, disarmed and humble. ’ 


The British are said to be good dip- 
lomats. They are, for thev will not 
take one step forward unless you 
have taken two. Their food is such, 
that “factories had to be built with no 
other purpose than to supply sauces 
to make it tasty. The restaurants 
look like bathrooms. Obviously, one 
is not really meant to eat in this 
country, but it cannot be helped. 


If, however, as a Frenchman, you 
come to an English home, the hostess 
will make efforts beyond praise to 
prove, that in England, too, good 
food can be produced; — and 
right she is—it can. y 
it moves me to tears, and there is 
much pity at the source of those 
tears. 


In English schools, children are 
meant to be happy. Do French ir- 
regular verbs make anyone happy? 
Well, don’t insist. Regular verbs, 
law-obeying adjectives, will do, for 
the time being at least. 

SOMETHING MARVELLOUS 


To this country, from which Pro- 
testantism seems to have taken away 
much colour and pagan delight, where’ 
sins cannot be easily got rid of, some- 
thing marvellous has, nevertheless, 
been happening, Iam sure. To put it 
roughly into one phrase: Christianity 
has taken its Alace at the very bottom 
of the people’s hearts. ; 

It is easy to say that perhaps it 
should be more visible, more osten- 
tatious. But no, I do not think so. 
Within nearly every one of these Is- 
landers there is to be found, if you 
look deeply enodgh, another island, 
an island of charity, generosity and a 
hhumility so defenceless that silence 


and rare gestures alone are able to | 


gird it, like high walls an enchanted 
castle where the princess is asleep— 
ready to wake up, with a tender smile, 
for the one who has enough faith and 
goodwill to struggle 
foggy woods around it. 

MARCEL OPPENHEIMER. 


through the | 


The thought of ; 
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| Pastoral 


THE CHRISTMAS SONG 
OF THE ANGELS 


EADERS of the Revised 

_W Version of the English 
Bible will notice that the latter 
part of the,song with which the 
choir of angels saluted the birth 
of Jesus, has been more cor- 
rectly translated, “Peace among 
men in whom He js _ well 
pleased.” 

In what sense are we to understand 
these astonishing words? They teach 
us that the crowning revelation of 
divine love given in the birth of this 
“ Saviour,” and bringing “glory to 
God in the highest on earth,” brings 
also. peace to men in whom He is 
well pleased. This significant phrase 
“well pleased in” is parallel with 
that used by the Father at the bap- 
tism of Jesus Christ. As Christ rose 
from the Jordan the voice of the 
Eternal said, “This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased.” In 
the angels’ song exactly the Same 
phrase is used of mankind as a whole. 
God is “ well pleased in” men as He 
is ‘well pleased in ” His beloved Son. 
Obviously, if the language of the 
angels means anything, it means all 
men—not merely Christian men, but 
sinful men of every race and creed: 
‘mankind as a whole. 


we 


But the question arises, “In what 
sense can God be well pleased in all 
mankind? Surely He is not well 
pleased with their vices, their sins, 
or even their follies!” 

Certainly not. He is well pleased 
with all men in that, in spite of their 
sins, they are still capable of salva- 
tion, capable of a good and godly life, 
of being made Christlike. 

When a gardener looks upon a 
hyacinth bulb, rough, dead in ap- 
pearance, unshapely, though it is, he 
is well pleased with it, not because of 
its unpromising exterior, but because 
he knows that it holds’ within it the 
potentiality of a lovely, bloom with its 
carillon of belis, full of fragrance and 
beauty. In like manner, God is well 
pleased in all men, not because they 
are so often uncouth and unlovely in 
the present ways, but because He 
knows that notwithstanding this, they 
still possess the possibility of be- 
coming in spirit and in character what 
His beloved Son was in actuality, the 
divine ideal of a man. 

Knowing this, He sends to the sin- 
ful children of men on ‘Christmas 
Morn a message of peace and love 
which is calculated to appeal to “their 
better soul-side,” and call forth their 
potentialities of goodness. y 


ae 


Suppose we became “ imitators of 
God as dear children.” Suppose we 
became “well pleased in” all men, 
however vile and sinful, as being still 
eapable of something better! Sup- 
pose that in all our dealings with our 
fellows and, particularly just now, in 
international. relationships, fraught 
as they are, with such tremendous 
issues of life and death—suppose tliat 
instead of, taking them on their un- 
promising exterior, we believed 
in their moral and _— spiritual , 
possibilities and made an appeal to 
their better instincts,, what would be 
the result? Beautiful and stupendous 
miracles of transformation! Under 
the chilly blast of suspicion, fear, ill- 
will, mens’ beter natures shrink and 
shrivel. In the warm atmosphere of 
trust, love, good-will and peace, their 
divine potentialities will quicken into 
life and beauty. The crimg and 
misery of war, and of all our social ills 
will vanish and 
“. . . peace shall over all the earth 

Its ancient splendours fling, 

And the whole worid send back the 
son 

Which now the angels sinh\” 

Rev. EDWIN FOLEY. 


! RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER” 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER .. 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send. 
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More Lysenko 


ryrwo, at first sight contradictory, 

explanations have been advanced 
in this country for Lysenko’s pro- 
motion by the Soviet Government. 
The first is that Lysenko’s: theories 
harmonise happily with Marx-Lenin- 
ism. If new species of plants can be 
created by a change of environment 
operating over several generations, 
then there may be more ground for 
believing that the human type also 
can be regenerated, given a new 
economic system. 


The second explanation, persuav- 
sively elaborated in a recent broad- 
cast by Eric Ashby, is that Lysenko 
does deliver the ggods, and that, not 
his theories, is what matters to the 
Soviet Government. An enthusiastic 
agriculturalist, speaking a language 
the peasant can understand, he has 
succeeded in stepping up production, 
“and with Lysenko’s prestige there 


has floated to the top Michurin 
biology.” 
How far do these explanations 


really contradict one another? Less, 
it may turn out, than at first sight. 
For, if the production drive is what 
counts at the present time, it is Marx- 
Leninist theory that gives it such 
overriding importance. It is a pre- 
Yequisite of the stupendous experi- 
ment being carried out in Soviet 
Russia to change the sorry scheme of 
things entire. 


Lysenko and his patrons are, in 
fact, doing what an increasing num- 
ber of Western sociologists pronounce 
to be necessary: they are subordinat- 
ing scientific development to the well- 
being of society as a whole. Only 
that well-being is conceived in Marx- 
Leninist terms. “Spiritual” well- 
being (if there is such a thing). is 
defined as the automatic result. of 
material well-being; and material 
well-being (quite arbitrarily) as the 
result of collectivisation- 


Thus, the whole question comes 
down to this: what is the true end 
and nature of man, and what con- 
ditions are most favourable to its 
realisation? In the West, since the 
Reformation, the freedom of the in- 
dividual has been stressed—the free- 
dom of the individual,to discover the 
truth for its own saké—and seientific 
freedom has been comprehended in 
this. But it is becoming every day 
more clear that this conception cannot 
be taken for granted. It is by now 
little more than a convention, and one 
that is actually being challenged by 
scientists themselves, who include a 
high proportion of Communists. Un- 
less an acceptable philosophy, or 
theology, is found to reinforce it, it 
will assuredly perish from the earth. 


It may be said—it often i« said— 
that “pure science” has time and 
again resulted in practical discoveries, 
undreamed-of by its devotees; and 
therefore, that it is to the obvious 
interest of any regime to encourage 
research for its own sake. The out- 
come of Hitler’s attempt to manacle 
scientists with his fantastic racial 
theories has demonstrated, once and 
for all, that material strength itself 
depends on spiritual freedom. 


That may be so: but States do not 
always pursue their obvious interests; 
and in fact there is good reason for 
thinking that the restriction of scien- 
tifie research may actually react in 
favour of totalitarianism. Western 
humanity is crying out for the 
security of a final revelation, and of 
a stable order of society, neither of 
which it has known since the Refor- 
mation. The time may well be at 
hand when it will pay the price of 
such security with relief, and freely 
surrender what remains of its 
spiritual freedom. 


A thousand years hence, when the 
latest theocracy begins to crumble, 
historians may look back on these 
centuries as we look on the centuries 
of Greek scientific progress, prior, to 
the ascendancy of Rome, and specu- 
late as we do, in vain, on the reasons 
for its premature arrest. 


All is grist.... 


HE first experiment in uni- Second Reading in the Commons on 


; Dec. 1, was due to the vigilance of the 

lateral disarmament has No Conscription Council and Rhys 
not ended encouragingly for J, Davies, MP. 

those who fancy this policy to Shortly after the consolidating 


be an insurance against aggres- 
sion. 

On Dec. 1, the President of Costa 
Rica announced the dissolution of the 
armed forces. Even the army train- 
ing grounds were to be turned over: 
to agriculture, and Defence Head- 
quarters converted into a museum. 
On Dec. 12 Costa Rica was invaded 
by Nicaragua. “ Fierce fighting” is 
said to be in progress. Evidently 
Senor Figueres did not envisage the 
need for non-violent resistance. 

According to the terms of the recent 
Treaty of Rio, the United States 
should be going to the defence of 
Costa Rica. Were Britain already 
allied with the Uited States, therefore, 
we might be repeating in deadly 
earnest the words of a recent PPU 


National Service Act (1948), whicn 
took the place of the previous Acts, 
nad been passed, a member of the 
NCC Executive noticed that under its 
provisions it was no longer necessary 
for the prior consent of Parliament 
to be obtained before an Order in 
Council could be made extending the 
call-up after 1958, as was the case 
with the Act passed in 1947, when the 
Minister of Defence had also made 
it quita clear that resolutions of 
both Houses were required for this 
purpose. 1 


As the Act of 1948 had been passed 
on the understanding that it did not 
change the law in any way, a Memo- 
randum on the position was prepared 
by the Council and placed before 
Rhys Davies, who took up the matter 


poster: “No war with Russia, with the Law Officers of the Crown. 
America, Nicaragua or anyone : a 
else... .” There’s no knowing where Clause 4 of the present Bill, which 


restores the right under the 1947 
‘Act, ‘is the direct result of this 
* approach. 


The N.C.C. is much indebted to 
Denis Hayes who discovered the 
omission from the 1948 Act, and pre- 
pared the Memorandufn referred to 
above, and to Rhys Davies who 
promptly took up the matter with the 


Atlantic Union may lead you. 


Q)NE of our readers has sent me a 

remarkable book, bequeathed to 
him by a German prisoner-of-war. It 
is the Nazi counterpart of “ Black 
Record,” only the misdeeds of the 
British through the centuries are pre- 


sented in pictorial form. I wish J satisfactory result recorded. 
could reproduce some of the pictures * 
here: not merely because they are 


horrifyingly impressive, in a way 
which powerfully suggests that the 
artist believed everything he was de- 
picting; but also because he was per- 
fectly right in believing it. There is 
nothing here, from the starvation of 
children in the Lancashire mills down 
to the abandonment of the unemployed 
after World War I, that is not authen- 
tic history. The book, in facg illus-: 
trates perfectly the ease with which, symptive evidence of the truth of 
by a judicious selection of evidence, everything recited in the Creed. As 
you can build up a damning indict- g result, while Reconciliation 
ment of any nation whatever. If, as jabelled him a “partisan and_secta- 
I imagine, a new edition will shortly rian Romanist,” The Catholic Herald 
be issued in the Eastern Sector of refused even to accent an advertise- 
Berlin, Lord Vansittart should try went for his boek! 

ard get hold of a copy. He would un- 

doubtediy find some useful pes * 

his next production— Red Recor 2 FEW months ago, while queu- 


x A ing up for a passport, J found 


SPECIAL clause in the National myself standing next to a_ lady 
Service Bill which passed its clothed from head to foot in black- 


MPue Editor tells me, that his re- 

cent book, “The Seed of the 
Church” (Sheppard Press) met with 
a curious reception from the Press. 
He faad tried. to demonstrate the 
truth of the Catholic world-view as 
against the various modern heresies 
which go by the name of ideologies; 
and then to contend that its truth 
was not, as*so often assumed, pre- 


| CHRISTMAS CHEER » 


WWE were about to appeal for a i a 
YY final effort from Peace News ih 
readers to bring the fund up to £700 | 
before the year closed, when a cheque 

arrived for £10. 


The anonymous donor of this amount, whken \ 
makes it necessary for us to change the bere 

of our appeal, writes, “‘. . this sum is no £4} te 
to my future financial assistance + + + Ti | 
part of a sum which has been given fo mh il 
and to which I do not feel entitled as I ite i 
not earned it with my own labour. 1 al (} 
therefore disposing of it amengst various 
‘good causes’ and have allotted £10 to fN- | 


This is but one of the many reminders we 
receive that PN is one of the world’s ~ 80 


causes,” another appears on page 7. YN 
Christmas cheer has come to PN office 10 . the 
abundance; if readers feel moved to send the itch 
PN Fund up to £750 by the end of the yea? mM ’ 
—well, that will be £50 more than was &% Stil] Cé 
pected and will almost double the 1947 figure nba 
of £392 16s. 1d. umm. 
THE EDITOR. Ohrist: 
f 
Contributions sinc Dec, 3: £21 9s. 10d: i 
Total for 1948: £698 14s. 6d. j M 
; ‘tem 


Please make chedues, etc., payable to Peace 
News, Ltd., and address them to the Account lad Col 


ant, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Road, } Ropag 
: - [ielieve 
out material. Glancing at the name tect 
on her passport, I found her to be peac 
the wife of a Cabinet Minister. My d 
astonishment was unbounded; it hat 0Se 


never occurred to me as possibie thal eanisa: 
a nolitician should practice what) he ting, 1 
preached; my hopes of the Laboul less of 
‘Government rose to undreamed-0 ij. 0 
heights. Now, whatever else the Ly’. MT hey 


skey Tribunal may have shown ) ch a 
failed to show, it has at least pre Mded tc 
beyond dispute that such pra (Jing aoc 


worthy ‘austerity is no commome! Teast th 
in the present ruling group than Uke ta 
was .in its predecessors. All the WF las to 
dignant talk about, spivvery in Mav 

places turns out, after all, to be OM) 
tatk. Offer a Labour member a bor 
of cigars or a crate of whisky, 4? 


he will roar you as gently as any Mief 
sucking dove. Sic transit gloria munah » i 
ak ) 
“As long as our leaders a today 


honourable, and our neighbours % lle, 13 


rational, we can be sure that waly f Y-opere 
it comes, will be a justifiable, defe™ | Hs was 
sive war in which Mary, Queen MAll-bea 


Peace, and our Lady of Fatima Wrage 1 


be fighting on our side.” ) jf Bock 
—Rev. Robert I. Gannoty pee 
President of Fordham 

Universtity, quoted ™ it 

Fellowship. dl Gin the 

 ) yong t 

The Miller |." 

1) The 1 

Lend. 1 


Clergy are not insincere 


OHN ’ VINCENT says that the 

exemption of Ministers of Religion 
from military service in 1916 was due 
to the support that the Government 
drew from Nonconformist Churches. 
But he provides*mo convincing evi- 
dence. Is there any? 

I agree that Ministers of Religion 
should no longer be exempt. But I 
disagree with his suggestion that the 
Church’s (majority) support of war 
is related to this exemption. The at- 
titude of church members on such a 
subject is largely dependent on their 
leaders. Is it suggested that Dr. 
Temple and Dr. Garbett would have 
ceased to support the last war if the 
clergy had not been exempt, where is 
the evidence for this charge of insin- 
cerity? 

I disagree with the attitude to war 
adopted by the Church. But I regret 
the insinuations of John Vincent’s 
article. 


people join only, as it were, at second- 
hand. 5 

If only those who profess to believe 
in the “priesthood of all believers ” 
were as alive as St. Thomas to the 
implications of that priesthood in this 
connection, and if they realised that 
the difference between their own posi- 
.tion and that of their flocks with re- 
gard to armed service was entirely 
dependent on the false limitation of 
the priesthood, to which they are so 
oposed, then perhaps we should begin 
to see less use made of churches as 
recruiting depots. 

There is no need for the clergy of 
the Church of England to wait until 


LETTERS 


the National Service Acts are amended 
for an opportunity to regularise their 
position. To show that they have the 
courage of their convictions, it is only 
necessary for them, and for those who 
intend to join their ranks, to repudiate 
and refuse to sign the Article of Re- 
ligion which (based on Aquinas) de- 
elares that “It is lawful for Christian 
men, at the command of the magis- 
trate, to wear weapons, and serve in 
the wars.” At present, all Anglican 
clergy, including those known as paci- 
fists, are committed by a solemn de- 
claration of assent to this Article, 
and I know of no pacifist ordinand, 
save one, who has refused to make 
this declaration before ordination. 


H. FANE. 
117 Baddow Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex. 


The WG way to end war 


[* is possible that the ideal of a 

World Government is _ not 
capable of realisation within 
measurable time. It is also possible 
and indeed is very probable, that 
Soviet leaders will resist bourgeois 
federational activity until such time 
as there is a majority of the world’s 


PATRICK FIGGIS. 
Regent Square Presbyterian Church, 
London, W.C.t1. 


When exemption began 


TINHE tradition of exemption of the 

clergy from military service was 
well established by the time of 
Thomas Aquinas, who in his “Summa 
Theologica” formulated the principles 
on which it was based. These are, 
firstly, the idea of holiness—the con- 
ception that it is inappropriate for 
those who are committed to the follow- 
ing of Christ and participation in his 
Sacrifice to shed the blood of their 
fellow men—and, secondly, the recog- 
nition of the propaganda value of the 
pulpit. 

The Article in which he discusses 
the former point is, incidentally, a 
first-rate piece of Christian Pacifist 
apologetic. It was applied to the 
clergy, and to them alone, simply be- 
cause of the fundamental idea of his 
church that it is only they that have 
a direct and full sharing in the sac- 
rificial life of Christ, in which the lay 


PUL the 
lantati 


inhabitants under Soviet influenc®) 


Possible too, perhaps, that the Unite® (mas bee 
States’ capitalist economic imperi@&) |Bibstan: 
ism, if limited to territory outside ms beer 
Soviet influence, would find furthe!  Mically 
Russian intransigence intolerable) Ponerete 
(though one does not see how lve the 


U.S. could compel war, if all extt® |[lnpaid 
Soviet territory were fully federate? 7 


and no province had separate and || He Ms 
sovereign power). |), Pithusia 
But what has all this to do with | perim 
our attitude towards the principle aes oF 
federation? And why, in heaven® |Ssistan 
name, suggest that we ought to col i *perien 
sider joining the Communist Parl ent is 
as the most “useful” thing we coul@ |) atus. 
do to further World Government! |} the : 
As well suggest that the most “use? te hall 


ful” thing pacifists could have done AY Com 
to bring the war to an end woul@) |ffon to 
have been to blast Germany an@ qile est 
Japan off the face of the earth # erated 


quickly as possible! Went SOC 
No matter how long it takes us ff Each 
realise it, history to date has show? jy, 


no way of solving finally the problem 
of inter-nation war, other than pol § 
tical federation. Where all the grea! 
religions of the past have failed, a™ 
where Socialism and other inspire® 
movements have been seduced PY 
nationalism time and time agai 
federation has always succeeded. 
is a panacea for nothing but wa! 
true, but until the world is rid & 
war, pacifism ean never be a practl 
cal way of ‘life for any but a favoured 
few; and patifists can never be m0 | 
than individual war resisters. 

B. W. SIDWELL. 
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neh eight feet wide. 


Summer. 


Y 


| Members of the Community 
ad come to the conclusion that 


» committed them to 
Tect action for the building, of 
Peaceable society: a society 
OSe economic and social or- 
FMisation, instead of frustra- 
Me, would favour the whole- 
Mess of the human personality. 


) They had only general ideas of how 
Ich a society should run. They de- 
Mded to put these ideas to the test, 
yd see what emerged: for this, at 
fio they realised, that “ community, 


® marriage, and indeed like people, 
“8 to be made and re-made every 
th of the way.” Perhaps it was 
Reause they realised this that their 
Mterprise has not, like so many simi- 
ti Bee in other countries, come to 
ef, 


q POPULATION 


Today there are 27 people at River- 
Mde, 18 of them children, working a 
“operative farm of 450 acres. The 
tite was chosen well. Forty acres of 
ull-bearing orchard still leave pas- 
(Mrace for a dairy herd 36 strong and 
‘flock of 400 sheep; while 15 acres 
jaye been set aside for the Com- 
qanity Settlement. Here it is in- 
“nded to build houses for the half- 
“zen families, and others who may 
in them later, their present cottages 
ine too widely scattered fer con- 
Yonience. 


Th The materials for building are to 
ae Rammed earth has been used; 
wut there is a nearly mature pine- 

antation available, a small saw-mill 
mas been purchased; and already a 
Ubstantial building for woodwork 
las been completed, and is being elec- 
Neally equipped. Now an expert in 
nerete and brickwork has offered to 
Sive the Community several weeks of 
Npaid service. 


He is not the only person whose 
*ithusiasm has been enlisted by the 
Periment. Two town-planning ex- 
}Perts and architects are lending their 
WSsistance; and a lawyer with long 
Xperience of the co-operative move- 
HMent is giving his advice on the legal 
“atus. At present the farm is held 
“the name of a private company, 
he half of whose shares are owned 
“Y Community members. It is hoped 


Whe establishment may be_ incor- 
erated as an industrial and provi- 
pent society. 


|, Hach family at present draws £5 
Weekly from the Community, for 
Wine expenses. As much money 48 
Possible ig being put into development, 
we effects of which will be appre- 
ated later. 


| Besides cottages for the families, 
“her buildings are envisaged. Work- 
Shops will be nesesasry, for the Com- 
Unity does not intend to confine its 
“tivities to agriculture. The setting 
Mb of various small industries will 


to Manchester aids Young < 
Germans 


WENTY German 
* are in war-shattered Dortmund are to 
H#<Nd three months in the Manchester dis- 
l\ he They have been chosen by a German 
ty, ere organisation as specially needing re- 
Hige*ation from the conditions in which they 
| © and will arrive in January, 1949. 
thattangements have been made by the Man- 
fyter and Salford Famine Relief Committee 
th, the children to stay in various homes and 
Hy, Committee’s Hon. Treasurer is appealing 
igi COnations to a special German Children’s 
The t Fund to help meet the cost of £10 per 
Or: for feres and the extra amount needed 
h, .'Mcidental expenses. Contributions should 
Sent to 1, Princess Street, Manchester 2. 


children whose homes 


won to buy the remaining half, and + 


— 


TN New Zealand’s pioneering days, a Company entrusted with 
the draining of one beautiful valley in South Island, dug a 
Today, the “Company Ditch,” as it is 
called, has grown into a full-sized river, only fordable in 
Sum It was here, a few years ago, that the New Zealand 
hristian Pacifist Society started the Riverside Community. 


furnish a _ better-balanced economy 
whilé giving scope for a greater 
variety of talents, and choice of oc- 
cupation for the children. A school 
is wanted, and two pacifist teachers 
from England are, arriving this 
month to investigate the possibilities. 
Last, but not least, the Community 
needs a hall. Meetings for business 
and worship are nowadays conducted 
in members’ rooms: a business meet- 
ing in the evening as required, a 
service every morning at 6.45 and on 
Sunday evening in addition. 


NOT CUT OFF 


For Riverside is an isolated spot. 
Motueka (in Maori, ‘“ Land of wood- 
hens’), the nearest hamlet, is five 
miles distant, and Lower Moutere, the 
nearest town, much further. Tough 
work for the one car available. 


It should not be thought,. however, 
that Riverside is cut off from “the 
world.” Very far from it. Because 
the members believe that spare-time 
propaganda. for pacifism is not 
enough, it does not mean that they 
neglect propaganda in their spare- 
time. A community is not a retreat, 
even an uncomfortable one, but a 
base, where members may derive dis- 
cipline and sustenance for further ex- 
cursions in the field. 


The President of the New Zealand 
Christian Pacifist Society lives and 
works here: and A. C. Barrington 
needs no introduction to Peace News 
readers. . They may, however. be in- 
ferested to know that his defence of 
free speech in the High Court (re- 
vorted in PN, Nov. 5) has rested, 
indirectly, in Wellington City Coun- 
cil making provision for open-air 
meetings in certain parts of the City. 
A tireless correspondent to all the 


‘leading papers, he also contributes a 
-monthly page to the New Zealand 


Christian Pacifist and organised a 
Dominion-wide scheme for sending 
food-parcels to Europe. 


No less active in public propaganda 
are the other adult members. Des- 
pite local opposition to pacifism, 
weekly open-air meetings have been 


conducted in Motueka throughout the  —_____ 


year—the only ones of their kind in 
New Zealand—and two, who cycled 
regularly between, fifteen and twenty 
miles to attend reunions of the 
Nelson District Branch of the 
Christian Pacifist Society, have re- 
cently been appointed’ President and 
Vice-President respectively. 


“The New Look eh ! -— Looks suspiciously 
like something my Grandmother used 


to wear.” 


a Sa 


December 17, 1948, PEACE NEWS—5 


By coincidence, rather than design, 
all. the members are Methodists. 
They play a lively part in the life 
of the local Church. Four of them 


“conduct the Lower Moutere Sunday 


School; three are local preachers, 
taking services in a number of towns 
within a radius of thirty miles. One 
weekend several members cycled 
eighty miles to Murchison to run a 
social, Sunday school and services, 
there being no resident :ninister there. 
Two of the women are prominent in 
Missionary Auxiliary and Guild 
activities. 


In other directions, too, they join 
in the life of the neighbourhood. 


Soldiers returning to find their fruit- } 


farms badly neglected have been 
given the help they needed. The local 
ericket club includes a couple of 
members. 
neglected either: one has exhibited 
his paintings in the Nelson Art Gal- 
lery; another has sung in a Choir 
and Drama Festival at Nelson; now 
a quartet is being formed. 


STRENUOUS DEMANDS 


And yet, A. C. Barrington writes 
apologetically, ‘“‘ while we would like, 
and hope, to do more, it will be re- 
cognised that the farm and its multi- 
farious demands, the housing and the 
general problems of building up, 
make very strenuous and constarit 
demands upon the enembers of such a 
small group.” : 


“The Community,” he continues, 
“has been through some _ hard 
struggles. Hanging on through war 
years, with members in prison or de- 
tention camp, was a severe strain. 
Defections, owing to a changed out- 
look resulting from detention or from 
other causes, in some cases accom- 
panied by the withdrawal of pro- 
perty, was another. But re-forming 
has been solidly accomplished; our 
numbers are greater than ever, and 
increasing. Substantial progress is 
being made.” 


Such struggles pioneers must ex- 
pect. The fact that the Riverside 
Community has surmounted them is 
proof alone of the vitality of its paci- 
fist faith. Perhaps, when the pioneer- 
ing days are over (if they ever are) 
people looking back will marvel that 
so small a beginning could have had 
such results in the life of the nation 
that a little Company Ditch should 
have swollen’ into a River. 


Art, and music are not | 


FROM NEW ZEALAND : AN EXPERIMENT AND AN EXAMPLE 
Riverside - an Experiment 
| in Christian Pacifism 


{ 


} 


TRADE UNION 
LEADERS 
CONDEMN 

CONSCRIPTION 


WENTY officials of New 
= Zealand Trade Unions—five 


iof whom are delegates to the 


national .Council of the N.Z. 


| Federation of Labour, New Zea- 


land’s (“‘ TUC ”—have issued a 
manifesto opposing the possible 
introduction of peacetime con- 
scription in the Dominion. 


The manifesto, according to the 
NZ Standard, the NZ Labour Party’s 
official organ, states: 


“We serve notice that should this 
crime against the people of New 
Zealand come to pass, we will fight 
its operation with all the vigour and 
means at, our disposal. As respons- 
ible NZ citizens holding responsible 


| positions in the Trade Union Move- 
| ment, we view with alarm and con- 


cern the question of the peacetime 
conscription of our youth. The philo- 
sophy now being enunciated in cer- 
tain quarters is completely alien to 
all the traditions and beliefs of the 
NZ Labour movement, and we feel 
that the time has arrived for a clear 
and definite statement in opposition 


to those who are endeavouring to 


regiment the young people of our 
country. Be 
“We view the present inspired 


campaign as one designed to smash 
down living standards and the civil 
liberties of the people.” 


The manifesto attributes to various 
pioneers of the NZ Labour move- 
ment, including some members of the 
Cabinet, the declaration: “We are 
convinced that conscription is de- 
sired, not so much for the purpose of 
winning the war, as to hold the wor- 
kers effectively in subjection.” 


“Conscription if enacted,’ con- 
cludes the manifesto, “would prove 
an ecective power to prevent Labour 
regaining its lost and surrendered 
rights, privileges and liberties. 
Therefore we declare our opposition 
to conscription, and will resist its 
introduction to the utmost.” 

Trade Union leaders in Britain— 


please note, and copy! 
C.H.C. 


_ book are 


Gospel 
for to-day 


An Introduction to Jesus for the 20th 
Century, by R. W. Stewart. James 
Clarke, 6s. 


N this short book a Presbyterian 
minister of “ advanced ™ theologi- 
eal views sets out to introduce Jesus 
to the intelligent modern-reader. To 
this end he seeks to penetrate behind 
the stylised stained-glass-window 
Christ of traditional theology to jhe 
Man of Galilee as He was in the flesh. 
He writes about Jesus and His times 
in a lively and pleasing way which 
carries the imagination with it. 

Undoubtedly the general aim of 
presenting the Gospel in the language 
of today is right. Christian truth 
must go through a continuous process 
(in Dr. Farmer’s phrase) of transla- 
tion into. the present tense. In order 
always to say the same thing the 
Church must always be saying’ some- 
thing different, for it has to convey 
its message to a changing world. But 
although this is true, it is far from 
easy to practice. In particular it in- 
volves the temptation to say only so 
much as can be said easily in terms of 
the categories and thought-forms of 
modern life. But it is by no means 
certain that the Christian gospel can 
be truly preached today without con- 
tradicting some deep-rooted  pre- 
suppositions of the secular mind. 

I cannot help feeling that Mr. 
Stewart partly falls to this tempta- 
‘tion, and that he is too concerned to 
avoid offending or challenging our 
twentieth century outlook. He depicts 
Jesus in His human setting without 
conveying any sense of the fourth 
dimension of the divine in His life, 
apart from which there would be no 
basis for Christianity. He makes, 
for example, no mention of Christ’s 
resurrection. One feels that he is 
trying to fit Jesus into the assump- 
tions and expectations of the typical 
mind of today, instead of trying to en- 
large and educate that mind to see 
Christ in all his fullness and power. 
“He that hath seen me hath -seen the 
Father,’ said Jesus, and to give a 
picture of Him such that he who has 
seen Him has not seen the Father 
breaking into human history to save 
and to help us, is to give an inade- 
quate picture, however up-to-date 
may be the paints and the technique. 

However, all this is not a criticism 
of the book so far as it goes, but 
merely a wish that it had gone much 
farther. So far as it goes it does, 
1 think, provide an introduction to 
Jesus; and if it does this—even for a 
single reader—then it is doing some- 
fhing, well worthwhile. 


JOHN HICK. 
NEW LIGHT ON 
Tomorrow’s Continent, by Lt.-Col. 


Street. Sedgwick & Jackson, 9s. 


MHIS beok is a challenge to the 
_ white man in “general and the 
British people in particular. The 
authors may not glaim literary 
ability but they have a sense of mis- 
sion and strong convictions based on 
indisputable facts. . This. book will 
shock even the most complacent with 
Hts revelations of decades of missed 
opportunities. It makes you feel 
angry and keen to go out there your- 
self and help tosput things right. 

We live in a world of shortages 
and restrictions, quibble over trifles 
and waste our energies. Yet there is 
a new world to be built in Africa, a 
Commonwealth far greater and richer 
than the USA can ever hope to be. 
Instead of living on their charity we 
could surpass their prosperity. 

American visitors have been ap- 
palled at our African record. We 
have not even built a road or a rail- 
way to link Cairo and the Cape. 50 
million natives have to exist in en- 
foreed idleness. We worry too much 
about collecting their 10s. Polltax and 
too little about giving them a chance 


.to earn .it. 


Lt.-Col. Penn points. out that the 
Africans are no lazier than the aver- 
age Englishman. Indeed, if we had 
to live on their rations and in their 
conditions we could not do any work 
at all. Why, he asks, do we feed them 
so well when we want them as sol- 
diers and then return them to their 
villages to starve? They are keen to 
learn and work. But they have not 
even reached the “ wheelbarrow 
stage.” 

Some of the figures givensin this 
simply staggering. As 


ARE WE FREE? 


Of Human Freedom, by John Laird. 


HE late Professor Laird’s 

last book deals with a sub- 
ject that interests nearly 
everybody—the problem of 
freedom, or more strictly the 
problems of freedom, for there 
are two at least: ‘ 

(i) Is the human will free or is it 
subject to the principle of natural 
causation? 

(ii) Whether, and how far, the 
human person is, or should be, free 
vis-a-vis his external environment. 
Laird does not distinguish these 

two problems as clearly as I should 

like, and neither is explored very 
systematically; but he has interesting 
things to say on both counts. He 
thinks the old argument | between 
free-will and determinism, is based 
on a false dichotomy, but I did not 
find his restatement particularly 
illuminating. Determinism has_ been 
shaken not so much by Heisenberg’s 

Uncertainty Principle in physics as 

by the revolution in scientific method 

which has folldwed David Hume’s 

“ sceptical solution” of the problem 

of causality. The principle of 

natural causation is not a challenge 
to our belief in our own freedom, be- 
cause that principle is nowadays seen 
to be itself a fiction. The modern 
scientist does not talk about “ causes ” 
and “ effects” excgpt in a loose way, 
and scientific laws are not nowadays 
about “causes.” They are state- 
ments about the dependence of func- 
tions. To say that when one variable 
changes other variables change is not 
to imply any relationship of cause 
and effect. It is best understood as 

a prediction. 

You can’t make predictions about 
human conduct, however. Not, that 
is, over a sufficiently wide field and 
in a sufficiently detailed way for these 
predictions to rank as scientific laws. 
And if you can’t make persistently 
verified predictions about human be- 
haviour, the “ principal of causation ” 
is no embarrassment to the view that 
the human will is free. 

The second problem of freedom— 
that of the individual vis-a-vis his 
external situation has an enormous 
literature. There are dozens of de- 
finitions of freedom to choose from, 
all claiming to be “true,” or “real” 
or even “perfect.” Laird, very 


DARKEST AFRICA 


Peter Penn and his wife Lacie 


against our two million cattle ten mil- 
lion roam about in British Africa. 
Few of them are ever milked. 90 per 
cent. of Africans suffer from worms. 
Can you expect anything better when 
they have neither shoes nor clothing 
and have to sleep on the damp earth 
in draughty mud-huts? 

if we spent an amount equal to 
two month’s cost of war on British 
Africa we could perform a miracle 
arid the money would be returned a 
hundred times over in food and 
minerals and other wealth. 

The Colonial Development Corpora- 
tion does not go far enough. More 
people of the right type must go to 
Africa. Public . opinion must be 
roused tq the immense possibilities. 
Our policy towards the Africans must 
be changed. They must be treated as 
loyal partners and not as cheap labour 
if we do not want to build up a store 
of trouble for the future. ay 

The authors outline their plans in 
great detail. They prove their case. 
What are we going te do about it? 
What is the House of Commons doing? 

A popular edition of “ 'To-morrow’s 
Continent” should be widely distri- 
buted. A political party promising 
prosperity and opportunity for every- 
one could implement its claims if it 
set to work on Africa. It is time 
we showed some vision, it is urgent 
to go to work. We are to blame for 
the “Dark Continent” and we will 
be sorry if it remains dark. Enough 
time has been wasted. If we do not 
act quickly others with more drive 
and energy surely will. 


K. H. FARNHAM. 


Allen & Unwin, 7s. 6d. 


rightly in my opinion, is suspicious 
of any definition of freedom except 
the negative definition—you are free 
when you are not constrained. Many 
philosophers notably Kant, Hegel, 
and Rousseau, have sought to give 
“freedom a positive definition. The 
results have been unfortunate. Rous- 
seau and Hegel thought people could 
be “forced to be free”’—so far had 
their metaphysics carried their de- 
finition of freedom away from ordin- 
ary usage. 

“Freedom” is a word with extra- 
ordinary prestige—almost as many 
people have died in its name as have 
died in the name of God; but this 
doesn’t prove that freedom must 
necessarily have & positive significa- 
tion; or even that it is always good 
to be free. The plain mam, I believe, 
is more reasonable in his approach to 
this subject than even the most illus- 
trious of philosophers, but he, too, can 
be confused and perplexed by it 
sometimes. John Laird writes with 
more than half an eye on the plain 
man’s point of view, and though he is 
too respectful towards high-falutin’ 
nineteenth-century nonsense, his book 
is agreably simple and lucid and in- 
structive. ’ 

FRANCIS COTTON. 


Strange End 


Strange Ends and Diseoveries, by 
Laurence Housman. Cape, 8s. 6d. 


PVE no doubt one of our clever 
‘young critics would delight in 
making a penetrating analysis of this 
collection of Laurence Housman’s 
short stories and deducing from them 
a sort of Housman theology. This 
might be a profitable oceupation in a 
study of Housman’s work, but the re- 
view of a book is not a study of the 
corpus of a writer’s output, and I’m 
not a clever young critic anyway. 
To turn a story like “The Great 
Adventure ”—-which is-a conversation 
between two gods, one who has 
created a world so perfect that he is 


bored because nothing goes wrong,: 


and the other who created a world 
and left it to its own devices so that 
it developed a will of its own—and 
discuss it as an exercise in the 
Christian doctrine of free will would 
be quite out of place in reviewing a 
book which is so obviously designed 
as a pleasant Christmas gift. 

In nearly all these stories Mr. 
Housman.is concerned with our rela- 
tions with God, the Devil, and the 
“other world,” and both his Deity 
and his Devil are imbued with very 
individual senses of humour. 

There’s the practical joke of the 
Satan who comes to confess his sins 
to an over-worked parish priest; the 
man of prayer who caused a train to 
stop and, incidentally, the death of 
the local pastor and yet believed it the 
will of God; the bargaining between. 
the Devil and the Deity; the stories 
that bring mortals into paradoxical 
situations with the Heavenly Ex- 
aminers; the woman who nursed the 
cherub her cat caught while on a 
sparrow hunt on the church roof. 
Then there is that so moving story 
which, I readily confess, brought 
tears to my eyes, called “ The Return 
Journey,” in which Timothy returns 
to live again his earthly life to find 
that the one repented sin of many 
he: had committed he would rather 
go to Hell than commit again. He is 
answered by St. Peter saying: “ Come 
in.” And there is, too, “ Hidden 
Identity ’—that extraordinary story 
of the young man whose body was 
entered by a bad Yogi while the in- 
habited the Yogi’s frame. 

In almost all the stories one can 
hear Mr. Housman’s chuckle as he 
pokes fun, never maliciously, but al- 
ways with a kind of wise tolerance. 

Technically, the strength of these 
stories lies in the calm detachment of 
their telling, although that is also a 
weakness, for to the less distinguished 
ones it lends a flatness. I hope, how- 
ever, I may have suggested that this 
collection is a sheer delight. It will 
fit on the bedside table. never frighten, 
but always happily disturb. 


HARDIMAN SCOTT: 


‘International Voluntary Serviee 


Accent 
| P 


| 
on. Service : 
| 


1 


? for ' 


A 


Peace: 1920-1946, edited by Hther 
wyn Best and Bernard Pike. Allen - 
& Unwin, 8s. 6d: 4) 


AT least it ean be said of Service | th 


British offshoot | by 


+*® Civil and its 

. 1VSP, that the idea of people of Gi | a 
ferent nationalities doing useful am a 
necessary work together is an exX¢@” MN 
lent one—one, moreover, which 38 


likely to gain momentum as success f 

generations grow more disillusion 19, 

with orthodox patterns of livimg: & C5 
Nevertheless one is bound to remem 


that it is surely the measure of out an 
emotional bankruptcy and regressi#® | hip 
from religious (as distinct 7 f 
merely ethical) standards that, % ¢ | Ye 
eoncept of service as the dynami¢ 07) ing 
human life should possess so na on 
idealists today. Half the world, fon 19. 
example, thinks of the Relig 3 | 88 
Society of Friends, not as a religion 
body at all, but as a permanen +8, 
glorified relief service. Social serv} 1 
national service, international serve | Dlo 
to the impartial and detached %& he 
very word has come to denote & m ay an 
History is on their side. Necess te | Nic 
and urgent as many forms of ‘hat asl 
vice” may be, the fact remains ta” i" 
it is love; not service, which perPy, ‘w 
ates the species; love, not se? ihe nee 
which speaks in the Sermon on/? " 
Mount; love, not service, Wi 
speaks in the Ninth Symphee ee 
“Hamlet” and “Theologia hk 4 
maniea”: love of their craft wit | 
prompts engineers to design Us®, | “4 
bridges; love of mathematical Lah Pe: 
not service (or misanthropy), W g{,. 
‘ set John Dalton and later Ruther#™ 1} his 
on the path of atomic research. of &u, 
One reg'rets that these and othe! | of 


The Apocalypse of py Be 
Lampert. Faber & Faber, 188: 5 
r[HE very last thing which a be 
- on Apocalypse should be is ane 
mic: and Dr. Lampert’s book, des? | 
the implied reassurances to the ar P, 
trary with which it is scattered fj | 
irremediably academic. (To the md A 
pages of text there is an inde* ae 
some 288 proper names.) Apocalye 


History, 


considerations are not weighed ®% | Wh 
discussed in the IVSP’s history, ul | que 
“ service” is so glibly assumed eat | dis 
the be-all and end-all here, and Td | ¥ 
a pedestrian narrative of facts te y bat 
figures is punctuated only by oft the 
rhapsodic testimony of work cam ee | tn 
One sighs for the mellow vision 9 | 
regrets an opportunity missed. des 
J. P. HOGAN ; ™o 
4 
PROPHET OR ing 

* PHILOSOPHER ? | 

| 

t 

| 


is Imagination and Vision, and ind vee 
Lampert the vision has been overi#s| | 
by a dead mass of philosophity &s 
learning through which he they Par 
and re-threads his way, and throws | 
which the original fires only occasiOl, 


ally flicker. In point of fact, { 


it 
book does not treat ‘of Apocaly Pst 4 , 
it only pretend io. After an aon | Be 
ductory chapter of three pages ti Au, 
“ Revelation ’---‘ perhaps the “he | Peay 
intensely relevant document in joy nn 
annals of divine and human way8. 4 J 5... 
the theme is dropped. There is NOH to , 
single later mention of “ Revelati@éy)) then 
From the author of “The Dae | at 
Realm,” a friend and pupil of By | ex,. 
yaev, this is deeply disappoin™™ 
It seems as if Dr. Lampert 5 ig) — 
longer existentially engaged with "jy — 
problems with which he attempt, } 
deal; his accents carry no convict Ber 
The discussion is abstract, wt r 
concrete relation to life. Nor rye wor 
book even logically impressive. tr 


groundwork of Dr. Lampert’s thous 4 
is obscure, while neither his port ig br 
departure nor his intent is adequa: i. i Ta 
defined. Many issues which ca a, 
tably arise in the course of such pit | Wor, 
cussion—painful, vital and but ate | 

issues—are avoided. All this d@¥or 
the fundamental soundness, as + us | . 
one feel it to be, of Dr. Lamprnd: he 
Orthodox theology. Only, the 3% 4j 


ness is outside his tho¥ght— wre 

theology, ail | tat 
In short, Dr. Lampert has ence —— 

assayed a prophetic theme Ww} nd ih 

the inspiration of the prophet, 2 pis)! an 


doing so has inevitably broug®¥ 2a] a, 
reai talents as philosopher into ae zB 
tion. Were one to suspect thas 
gift was for prophecy, one wou 
forced to conclude that he nak sof 
too high a price for the D.Phii., 

which academic authority, has 
mitted him to attach to his 2 


D. s. SAVA 
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1C0’s Two Days 


| Without Clothes 


PASSED A.T.S. QUARTERS 


e for 

Ethel. | WITH ONLY A TOWEL 
en 

, ATTEMPTS to get a CO into mili- 
? . tary uniform were described at 

ervice | the Scottish Local Tribunal last week 

shooly, | SY Mr. Gordon Scott, the advocate 


if dite @PPearing on behalf of Maxwell Col- 
31 and | ts who was stated to have heen tech- 


| Russian Zone 
| pended. 


exeel Mieally a deserter since 1942. 
ce ‘ Maxwell Collins had already regis- | 
me fred for military service’ when, in 
sion® | 842, there was a quarrel in the 
ee | agties’ home and he walked out. He 
oF oot i) Id not send his parents an address 
‘aasion hd when his calling up papers ar- 
“prom i tved they could not be forwarded. 
tthe py From 1942 until September this 
iain j dene he worked as assistant stage 
any HManarer, photographer, and latterly 
d, for a the study of osteopathy. From 
Koiows | gace, wards he was actively en- 
Hetous S8ged in peace work. 
at oe REFUSED UNIFORM 
vices) 
ovice! ,In September he went to an em- 
iq the foyment exchange to find out where 
mama | © stood as regards National Service, 
essaty j “8d was told that he had been tech- 
wget- | Mcally a deserter since 1942. He was 
s that | &ked if he would take new calling-up 
ype: | PASers and when he refused was 
ervices Heed over to the military authori- 
5. 
mY 
whit At Dreghorn an ‘ attempt was 
phosy: | Made “to push him into line” by 
Get | Putting him in uniform. He refused 
wit | © wear it, and was left in a cell 
Bethy { qhout clothing for two and a half 
ys. 
vied a 4 é 
ford >. vater, wearing only a towel round 
er Nis waist he was marched from the 
thet | “Uardroom to the castle, a distance 
4 and over a mile in the course otf 
» tba! Which he was taken vast the ATS 
"qt? | qparters in Dreghorn. Camp for a 
that | “stance of over a mile. 
¢ and Ultimately he agreed to put on a 


4 
the | battiedress, having ‘been 


assured 


Y pets {that a uniform was not a uniform 


n and!) Unless it was properly worn. 
|) , Collins was court martiailed for 
AN. | (esertion. He was serving three 
| Months’ imprisonment. . 
\ he tribunal reserved their find- 
j Ines, reports the Scottish newspaper, 
*he Bulletin. 
bd | zs 
oy BI ye 
188, ° 
* poo 


If you pass on 
your P.N. 


THIS IS FOR YOU 


This letter from 22-year-old 
Elisabeth Schroeder of Hamburg, 
Germany, typical of many re- 
ceived at the PN office, expresses 
the appreciation of many German 
readers for the work done by 
those English readers who mail 
their Peace News each week after 
reading it, or who have donated 


|} a PN subscription for a German 


friend. 

“ Some weeks before, you sent 
me at first a-number of your 
Peace News and now I get it 
weekly. That was a. great joy 
for me and 1 cannot resist writ- 
ing you, and thank you very 
much for your kindness. Now 
IT am waiting for each new num- 
ber and on that evening, when 
the post-man brought your Peace 
News, I don’t any other work 
than read. 

“T am the secretary of the 
Hamburg Group of the War Re- 
sisters’ International, one of the 
groups in Geranany which find 
themselves all in the Inter- 
national der Kriegsdienstgegner 
under Dr. Th. Michalischef. I 
am 22 years old. I hear so little 
of the work of our friends in 
another country that I am very 
grateful to you, sending me your 
Peace News.” 


RUSSIAN ZONE : NO PARCELS 


post service to the 
is temporarily sus- 
he stoppage was unfor- 
tunately announced after last week’s 
summary of existing postal regula- 
tions had gone to press. 


The parcel 


London Area Children’s Party 


A Christmas Tree, a film show, con- 
juring and games will be the attrac- 
tions at this year’s London Area PPU 
children’s party to be held on Sunday, 
Jan. 2, at 3 p.m. at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 

London pacifists are asked to write to the 


London Area Organiser at the above address 
stating how many children they will be bring- 


ing. Roger Page will be MC for this annual 
event which was a great success last year. 


WHERE ARE OUR NEW 


5 Sale WRITERS? 


a_ week. 


R. RAJENDRA PRASAD, 

President of the Indian 
National Congress, was born in 
la village of Bihar in 1884. Hig 
parents were orthodox Hindus, 
and from them he imbibed all 
that is best in Hindu culture. 
But communal  exclusiveness 
was still unknown outside the 
towns, and his first teacher, for 
whom he conceived a deep 
affection, and who taught him 
the Persian language, was a 
| Muslim. Thus he was inoculated 
jagainst religious and racial in- 
tolerance. 


| At seven years old he was sent to 

the Town School for an English edu- 
cation. He quickly distinguished 
himself, dazzling the people of his 
province by coming out first of 
25,000 in the Caleutta University 
| Matriculation. Before long he was 
a Master of Arts and of Law. He 
was called to the Bar in 1911. 


But while he was still making a 
name in this profession, the call came 
which was to ‘change the course of* 
his life. Through various suits in 
which he was briefed, he began to 
gain a glimpse of the plight of the 
peasants in Bihar, who were at this 
time-being forced by the British to 
cultivate indigo, both on plantations 
and on their own plots of land. “ No 
peasant,” he writes, “could dare to 
refuse planting indigo. If any person 
had the temerity to refuse, he was 
made to yield by innumerable kinds 
of atrocities. Houses and fields were 
plundered. Stray cattle, were loosed 
in hig field. False cases were got up 
against him. ... He was even given 
a good beating:” 

In 1917 he became aware of the 
full extent of this injustice, when 
Gandhi, in defiance of the British 
authorities, undertook an enquiry, 
and enlisted his co-operation. 

Soon afterwards he himself came 
into collision with the authorities, 
when he joined in the popular pro- 
tests against the Sedition Bill pro- 
mulgated by the Imperial Legislative 
Council. 

When, during the first Civil Dis- 
obedience Campaign, Gandhi called 
on Indians to boycott the British 
law-courts and Anglo-Indian School, 
Dr. Prasad, although by this time a 
noted lawyer in the Patna High 
Court, -abandoned his practice, never 
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It was while carrying on. Gandhi’s 
work, during the Jatter’s imprison- 
ment, that Dr. Prasad made contact 
with the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. In 1928, he attended the 
WRI Conference at Gratz. The Nazi 
agitation in Austria was then under 
way, and his experience of a public 
meeting can be described in his own 
words: “The meeting was fixed for 
7 p.m. After a light. refresh- 
ment, I went with my host to the 
hall. No sooner had we entered than 
pandemonium began. ... About 10 
or 12 persons jumped on to the plat- 
form and began to belabour us with 
their fists. ... Later they attacked 
us with broken ehairs.” He himself 
refused to retaliate, and was carried 
out wounded and half-conscious. 


On his return to India, Dr. Prasad 
was imprisoned several times for his 
part in the Independence struggle. It 
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(Photo by courtesy of the High Commissioner 
for India.) 


DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD 


was in prison that he contracted the 
asthma which has dogged him ever 
since. Two days after his release om 
account of illness, however, he was: 
throwing himself into the work of 
relief, necessitated by the Bihar 
Earthquake, and his tireless devotion 
saved millions from starvation and 
despair. - For this service a grateful 
people rewarded him with the Presi- 
dency of the National Congress. 
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able, 
present, 
3s. 
cent. for quantities of 1 dozen mini- 
mum. 
with order. 
London 4.C.2. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT Writing Pads, 
x 5bin., 
and design in red and green. is. 3d. 
(nostage 2d. 


Sin. 


each 
dozen nost:' free. 
News Funds. 
stock Rd., London, N.A. 


all services at 25s. 
apply, The Manager, Peace News, 8 
Blackstock Road, N.4 


SPEAKING & WRITING 
Bs. Dorothy 
.Primrose Hi]l Road, London, N.W.8 
t}PRImrose 5686. 

FOR SALE & WANTED 


NURSERY. BOOK Novelty. 
indestructable. 


lid. 


Please 


Sa ti 
EDUCATIONAL Situations are 
lessons 


Matthews, B.A., 82 


LANDSMAN’S 


‘ash-| willing to 
Ideal Xmas 
size Gin.,x 5in. 10 pages, 
post free. Discount 20 per 
Immediate delivery. Cash Bie Grud eau 


U.T.A., 73 Bishopsgate. terest in home visi 


essential. Apply: 
with seasonal greetings Settlorgeut, Bane 
extra} I14/- a 
Profit to Peace 
8 Black-. 


in congenial 
London. 
request, 


PN. Ltd. 
Box 994. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
available 


applicants excepted from the Contra’ 
of Engagement Order, 1947, No. 2021 


Postal Lending Library for farmers 

needs 2° young male assistant, 

terest/exp. farming. Now in London, 

move 

eT i Studios, Augustine Road, 
14, 


SECRETARY WANTED 


group’ on LCC housing. estate. 


URGENT. YOUNG woman assist 
household. j 
Evenings free. 


“ees. Duncan Whiteman, 
ford Road, 
ham 14. 
EXPERT DUPLICATING 
“nquiries invited. “Mabel 
\berdeen Park, Highbury. 
NB Tel CANonhnrv 3862. 
CYYUPLE 
muniteers 


only t 


LIBRARY, the 


wish" try 
sectarian Jand group: or 
letters from ‘old hands ” 
vilaced. Box 995. 


in- 


country later. 


42, 
Kings Heath, Birming- 


Eyles, 
(CHILD), ,expd. 
again; 


similarly 


NATURE HEALER 
(39) with large bungalow. 
(France) seeks partner, Martin, 
2\Ebury St., S.W.1. SLOane 3847. 
London |S and W W 


“A& CHRISTMAS Messare ''-~an 
arresting peace message with draw- 
ings by Andrew Burton and text by 
Roger Page, in Christmas Card form. 
Complete with envelopes for 3s, 8d. 
a dozen post free. Sample 4d. post 
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shortly 
community service 
In- 
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Kentwell Close, 
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Thera is an urgent need that|always welcome: 
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free. Peace News 3 Blackstock Rd., 
London, N.4. Be J 


NORTH LONDON readers are re- 
for)minded that the Booketall at Peace 
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Visitors to the office are 
hours 9.30 to 6 
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Evils of ready-made Arcadia 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


structs the Universities as to the 
numbers and kinds of experts it 
wants, and feels-it is entilted so to do 
because it provides more and more of 
their.money. It decides the kind of 
research the “ back-room boys” are to 
engage in. 

Perhaps even more significantly, it 
involves the perpetual extension of 
certain mind-conditioning processes 
now being carried on by a new State 
Department with the innocent title of 
Central Office of Information, or COI, 
which is not quite as coy as it sounds. 
A highly planned State cannot get 
along without such a Department. 
There can be a no more dangerous 
one than this Department, which was 
discussed in the Commons last week 
in some bewilderment. 


Planned State’s first fruits 
BEFORE I deal with the first fruits 

of the Planned State, let me say 
that if we accept the economy of the 
Industrial Revolution and its money 
values, we have-no alternative but to 
accept the Planned State set up either 
by voting. and. parliaments, or by 
revolution and dictators, and that the 
former is by far the more preferable. 
The only alternative to the Planned 
State is that which rests upon the 
economy and the values of a qualita- 
tive civilisation, and which makes the 
culture of the human person its aim 
and guiding principle. 

Here are a few current clock read- 
ings: Juvenile crime is up by 30 per 
cent. on last year, which was also up 
on the previous year. Closely related 
to juvenile crime is the weakening of 
the marriage tie as revealed in the 
mounting divorce figures. 

Every week there are 30,000,000 
attendances at nearly 5,000 cinemas. 
Hight million people go to the cinema 
twice. a week. The cinemas take 
more than £2,000,000 a week. More 
than 1,250,000 people attend First 
Class football matches every Satur- 
day, compared with 1,000,000 last 
year: : 

The public are now spending about 
£1,750,000 a week on football pools, 
from which the Exchequer draws in 
taxation £350,000 weekly. The esti- 
mated weekly number of letters 
posted by pools firms is 9,500,000. It 
is estimated that the nation’s annual 
betting bill now tops £1,000,000.000. 

The latest Government. figures 
show that whereas in 1938 the nation 
spent £1,287,000,000 on food and 
£462,000,000 on Alcoholic Beverages 
and. tobacco, in 1947 it spent 
£1,995,000,000 on food and 
£1,368.000,000 on aleoholic beverages 
and tobacco. 


Falling values 


QUOTE the above figures not as a 

kill-joy, but as one who is deeply 
eoncerned with the fall in the quality 
of life which they indicate. I ask 
for them to be considered as a whole, 
for the way we spend our money in- 
dicates our values and our morals. It 
is as pointers that I quote them. The 


Consultations by «uppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
Registered Naturopath 


Graduate of Edinburgh School of 
Natural Therapeutics 
21 Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos. 


AN S.P.G.B. PUBLICATION 


RUSSIA 


SINCE 1917 


When delirious “left-wingers” were 
everywhere proclaiming the triumph 


® of Socialism in Russia, the Socialist 


Standard was already pointing out 
(in 1918) that the conditions were not. 
then ripe for Socialism. This collec- 
tion of reprinted articles, including 
one on the Moscow “trials,” puts the 
Russian story in logical perspective. 


114 pages, Price Is. 
Obtainable from Bookstalls, 
or, 1s. thd. post paid from 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain 
2, Rugby Street, London, W.C.1 


situation in regard to juvenile crime 
and divorce indicates a falling off of 
family interest and responsibility 
among parents, while the expendi- 
tures on the emotional cinema, on 
mass, professional sport, on gambling, 
and on drink and tebacco, suggest the 
interests that are taking their place. 

The weakening of parental respon- 
sibility is one of the major tragedies 
of our time. Fifty years ago it was 
the foundation of married life. 
Parents had to plan the family 
economy, not, merely .week by week, 
but with ultimate ends in view, includ- 
ing the education and future of their 
children, insurance against sickness 
and death and the pursuit of cultural 
and spiritual ends. All these things 
were ever-present realities in the 
minds of by far the great majority 
of parents. 

Today these important functions 
and responsibilities are being taken 
clean out of people’s lives by the new 
Dispensation. 


What makes this process so serious * 


is that already in our industrial sys- 
tem, we. have robbed those same 
workers of all or nearly all responsi- 
bility. Henceforward they are not 
only to be industrial robots but 
social robots also. The cultural and 
disciplinary value of these various 
responsibilities cannot be over-esti- 
mated. They fashioned character, 
confirmed morals, strengthened in- 
tegrity, added understanding and 
dignity to personality and knit power- 
ful family bonds. 

Today people look more and more 
to the State to see them through 
whatever befalls, as every MP knows. 
I knew it as an MP 17 years ago, but 
the situation is far worse now- 


Ways of winning security 


AM all for security, but there are 

two way of winning it. 

Nobody knows better than I do, 
born in a Lancashire cotton town in 
the last quarter of the 19th century, 
what a devilish thing capitalism has 
been. But in my view its spiritual 
crimes have done more damage to 
humanity than its economic injustices. 

My complaint against modern 
socialism is that it has concentrated 
on the economic evils of capitalism 
and almost completely overlooked the 
far more important spiritual evils, 
which are causative. 

I want first and foremost the res- 
toration of personal responsibility, of 
initiative and creative opportunity, 
and even of spiritual values in the 
workshop and the mart. : 

This calls for a new economy which 
embraces spiritual values and ends, 
also for decentralisation in many 
fields, whence the foundations of ‘per 
sonal responsibility would be laid in 
the smali workshop and the sma!l 
social unit. ; 

In such conditions the people would 
be able to control and construct their 
personal lives and their social life, and 
indeed, their entire environment, and 
also to establish their security. There 
is ajl the difference in the world be- 
tween such a social order and the 
ready-made Arcadias that are at pre 
sent being blue-printed and erected 
by Government experts. 

In the course we are now taking, I 
believe we are mistaking the nature 
of life and the meaning of Christian- 
ity. If it be true, as I believe, that 
the Kingdom of. Heaven is within men, 
it follows that the chief aim in life 
should be to embody it in one’s life 
and in one’s environment. The real 
job of Governments should ‘be to facili- 
tate this kind of personal and social 
functioning, and not to: do it for them 

y means of “experts,” 


New social demarcations 


T isn’t much vupe commenting on 

foreign affairs unless we also try 
to put things right. at home, and I 
am very apprehensive about the long-” 
term effects of our present policies. 

The emphasis is everywhere being 
placed on money values and high con- 
sumption levels. In education, for in- 
stance, and perhaps most of all in the 
Universities, the emphasis is on 
science, on raising our war efficiency 
and our industrial production. poten- 
tial by the usual soul-destroying 
methods. a 

Indeed the techniques by which all 
this modern efficiency is being acquired 
demands a small expert class on the 
one hand, and a large robot class on 
the other.. The former includes the 


bagk-room boys, scientists of all kinds, - 


industrial, economic and ‘social plan- 
ners, psychiatrists and other produc- 
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LET BRITAIN 
BE NEUTRAL 


— Lord Faringdon at 


Yarmouth Conference 


Lord Faringdon was t 
speaker at a ‘‘ No Conscription ” Con- 
ference held in Yarmouth recently 
which passed a resolution expressing 
strong indignation at conscription and 
pledging itself to work to create a 
world of peace. 

Lord Faringdon blamed ‘the Govern- 
ment’s foreign policy in Germany, 
the Middle Kast and Greece for its 
policy on military conscription. 

“TI am in open opposition to my own 
party on this matter,” he said, “for the 
Labour Party is in danger of losing its own 
soul.” By its attitude, the Government was 
heing unfaithful to what most of the mem- 


bers of the party thought, to be the basic 
attitude and spirit of the Labour movement. 


Because we were no longer a great 
power it was increasingly difficult for 
us to maintain our independence; 
certainly we could not do so by force. 
Either of‘ the two great powers, 
Russia or America, could over-run vb. 


ALTERNATIVE POLICY 


We had got to tty to get together 
with other European countries and 
try to be neutral. Such a policy was 
a possibility. By enlarging our Army 
we were putting ourselves into one 
of the two camps. 

“The Labour Government,” Lord Faring- 
don said, “ has done some magnificent things 
in this country. It hag laid the foundation 
for better, happier and fuller lives for our- 
selves and our children. The whole of that 
structure is threatened by its policy on con- 
scription.” ; R 
During the discussion, reports the 

Yarmouth Mercury, a member of the 
audience pointed out that Mr. E. 
Kinghorn, Yarmouth’s MP, had voted 
for the extension of military service. 
Another member of the Labour Party 
described the Government’s conscrip- 
tion policy as “a betrayal of our 
faith.” 


In spite of the cold weather there are still 
two regular and well attended open air meet- 
ines goine on in London. One at Tower 
Hill on Mondays at 1 p.m. and one at Lin- 
colms Inn Fields on Thursdays at the same 
time. 


tion experts, managers, secretaries and 
other executive functionaries, Chair- 
men, Deputy-Chairmen and members 
of innumerable management and pro- 
duction Boards. To these must be 
added the professions, a big percen- 
tage of retail traders, trade union 
leaders and investors. " ’ 

Thus while the old super-rich classes 
are being liquidated, a big new middle- 
‘class is rapidly emerging. 

In the main, its salaries range from 
£1,000 to £8,000. At present an ex- 
miner in receipt of £5,000 a year, is 
pouring public money into the medical 
and dental professions. The scholastic 
professions and the Civil Service are 
making moves to be included in these 
higher salary scales, while a Univer- 
sity Awards Committee calls for rais- 
ing the “‘ means test” in regard to 
parents’ contributions, to £2,000. 

Thus are the new luxury standards 
of the future being determined. They 
are preparing the way for the social 
conflicts of the future which will be 
between the experts and the robots, 
while failure to maintain these stan- 


dards by means of ever-mounting: ex- j 


vorts, will lead to economic breakdown, 
ideological conflict and the third 
world war. 

These are gloomy thoughts for 
Christmas pondering, but perhaps the 
occasion of Christmas will enlighten 
them and stimulate hope through 
courageous decisions. 


SEND OUT A 
PEACE MESSAGE 
THIS CHRISTMAS 


We offer extra copies of 


THIS CHRISTMAS NUMBER 
of 
PEACE NEWS 


with stamped newswrappers and intro. 
ductory leaflets at 3s. 6d. dozen (post free) 


You only have to wrap and address them to 
your local church and civic leaders, and all 
to whom you wish to introduce the paper. 


Order by return— } 


PEACE NEWS LTD. 
3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
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Sybil Morrison's ‘a 
CAMPAIGN| | 
——COLUMN~ 


The first of the big PPU | 
public meetings takes place 
on Sunday in Glasgow. Seé 

announcement below. 

L, is frequently said to a ’ 

fists that their policy J 
disarmament is an encourage | ft 


iment to the aggressor and that 


they have no practical alterna 
tive to offer to the ultimate US 
of force, Bie | 
It is the intention of the Campa) { 
Committee to publish a series of leat) 
lets dealing with this quipstion as Wee 
as others; they will be writt¢a * 
the non-pacifist reader as simply @ 


possible. The first, on peaceful neg) 
tiation, is ready this week. 

The next leaflet will be on nOm 
violent resistance to tyranny, 2M 
thinking of this on Sunday, I ie 
amazed to discover in The Observ@™ 
this comment: {a 

“The successful use of the strike we# 

by the Berlin transport workers to peat 


Russian sabotage of the elections demam Dall 
more nerve than the mere casting © |) 


vote. And an even higher form of © J Show 
age was shown by those humble emps ad 
of the city administration—more than 2¥: to b 
of them living in the Russian sector an “me 
quietly quit their jobs rather than s@7) 0) 02m 
their new Russian-puppet masters. ABy , tone 
result of their action the illegal Comma fos 


city council is now practically without © 5 

administrative machine.” mF 

The writer probably doesn’t reali | F 
that this is an example of the pagila) |) 4 
alternative to the use of force. Ih) 


a weapon open to abuse just as oth! |i 

weapons and needs to be used with aad 
clear conscience, and courage ani fav 
steadfastness of the highest order, b™ " tt 
it is an alternative to war. hue 


GREATEST EXPONENT | Cup 


1 | 60 

Gandhi was the greatest exponent) alge 
our time of this alternative ‘methO@ jterh 
and he will be specially remembel Wg f 
at the Central Hall meeting on PES Mor « 


day, Jan. 21. The speakers will be | to ot 
Vera Brittain, Laurence Housmaly ) thpj 
Michael Tippett, Sybil Thorndis 4 h 
Mabel Ridealgh, MP and Em? € 


Hughes, MP. Stuart Morris. will 
in the Chair. It is hoped to have 


an | 
Indian speaker as well. . 


It has been pointed out to me that | least 
last week in reporting the cynieal 1 f a Je 
mark made to me at the North LOM) Ba), 
don Christmas Party I gave the MM )\/o¢ h 


pression that the party was a pO | hag 


affair. Naturally, it was not my J27) tom 
tention to make such an implication | ated 
for I was not reporting the party a ! ave 
could not, therefore, be supposed Tesy 
be referring to it. Actually, it ye iota 
a great success in every way: I a) | Serv, 
told that £23 profit was made for iphe | Bard 
PPU, and one small boy of my 3& | ) 
guaintance said to his grandmoth®? | Chro 
on the way home: “This is ™Y Rati 
favourite party.” Certainly Hua rah 
Brock’s Father Christmas was * || | 7, 
masterpiece! ; ’ I laws, 


The STOKE NEWINGTON group has Be 
gun a door-to-door canvass of the Boroue# | 
selling Peace News and distributing itera 
ture. “I have got- the ‘flu but am read!” ‘ 
a book by Vera Brittain” was the sho? 
reply given to one canvasset’s enquitys | 
More volunteers are wanted for this aly 
other propaganda work to be planned ®= 
the next meeting on Dec. 21 at 79 Lordsbil” 


Park, N.16, at 7.45 p.m. 1 
: me 
———— 
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